Regular Meeting Minutes

Village of Leaf River

Board of Trustees

August 12, 2019
The regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was opened by Village President Josh Lamping, by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
In attendance at the Meeting:  Village President Josh Lamping, Trustees:  James Green, Timothy Morris, Cheryl Newcomer and Brad Plock; Treasurer Jan Myers and Clerk Tena Krueger.  Absent from the meeting:  Trustees Robert Wilcox and Ben Wagner.
 Trustee Newcomer motioned to accept June minutes as presented.   This was seconded by Trustee Morris.  Ayes -4;   Nays-0 - Absent for the Vote:  Trustees Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.
Trustee Plock motioned to accept the Claims/Bills as presented.   This was seconded by Trustee Morris.   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0 - Absent for the Vote:  Trustees Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.

Trustee Plock motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Newcomer.   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0 - Absent for the vote:  Trustees Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.
MAINTENANCE REPORT - Cameron McGill

Lift station keeps plugging up - this was a problem 2 years ago - Cameron is looking into a grinder pump that will

Grind up the items that are plugging the pump.  A notice will be posted on the Village Face Book Group page 


And also letters will be distributed by Trustee Newcomer to the customers on Davis drive.  Hopefully the 


flushing of bulky items will cease.   A new pump is approximately $600 (from Mississippi Valley Pump)


Fransen Tree Service from Baileyville will be in the Village on the 23rd to trim four (4) trees.


Cameron had an issue at 103 East Second Street.  The property owner, Antone Kurzac, had contacted Cameron 


to shut the water off.  Water was shut off by the Village and Mr. Kurzac claimed the water was turned back on 


and water damage occurred.  (see open comment)
OPEN COMMENT:

 1.
Property owner, Antone Kurzac, (103 East Second St.) addressed the Village Board.

Mr. Kurzac had been to the Village Office and did not understand why he should pay for water when he is 


working on the house while vacant.  Village Clerk informed him that it is the Village's policy to continue to bill for 


the minimum amount of 3,000/gallons.  The Sewer and Sewer Charge would not be charged until such time that 


Mr. Kurzac had either sold or rented the property.   The clerk sent Mr. Kurzac a notice of an ordinance violation


 (Mr. Kurzac had turned the water off at the Street Buffalo Box connection) this is direct violation of the Village 


Ordinance; 7-5-4-D May 2007). Mr. Kurzac stated that he did not shut off at the street, which he had turned off 

in the basement.  Mr. Kurzac was certain the water damage to the floor in his house was due to the Village 

turning 
the water on.  Discussion ensued with the board attempting to explain the Village's position to

 Mr. Kurzac. More discussion ensued.  President Lamping instructed Mr. Kurzac to pay his past water bill 


payment of $140 and that he would continue to receive a bill monthly.  
2.
Residents, Kevin Probst (412 Main Street) addressed the board along with Kim and Dave Cox (506 Main Street) 

to discuss the neighbor, Larry Wagner resident of 406 Main Street and his many cats.  Mr. Wagner feeds many 


stray/feral cats, this leads to these cats to defecate in the neighboring yards.  These cats have diseases and 


infested with fleas.  Mr. Probst and The Cox's would like for a formal Ordinance to be established so that fines 


can be imposed on the violators.  The Board discussed the options at this point.  Ordinance Chair, Tim Morris will 


contact Ogle County to find out what they can or can't do to help.  The Village will investigate purchasing traps \
and re-homing the cats in the country. President Lamping informed Mr. Probst he would have a plan of action to 

him by Friday the 16th of August, 2019.
3.
Dave and Kim Cox also addressed the Board regarding the mess at 508 Main Street (Mike Remhoff).  Non-


working vehicles tall weeds messy appearance.  The Cox's would like the place cleaned up soon, the mess is 


taking away from the value of the neighborhood.  Their fear is should they want to sell their home, no one 


would want to live next to the messy property.  Ordinance Chair, Tim Morris will address the situation and a 


violation will be issued.
RVC:

The next RVC meeting will be on August 15, 2019 at 6:30 pm


Karen Dietrich will be contacting the Enduro Race planners to establish a time for the event.  


The beginning of the new school year will bring back volleyball and basketball practices. This is also


needed revenue for the RVC.

LR Summer Daze:


The wrap up meeting will be held on Monday, August 19, 2019 at 7 pm in the Lion's Club meeting room.


FFA will have a meeting in September. President Lamping plans on attending to acknowledge the FFA's 


contribution to the LR Summer Daze Festival.
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Trustee Plock motioned to pay invoice #FRE113211 (Mechanical) for the repair on the A/C unit in the Cafeteria 

($2,598.00).  This was seconded by Trustee Morris.  Ayes: - 4; Nays - 0; Absent -2 (Wilcox & Wagner)
DISCUSSION ITEM:  


Municipal Cannabis Business Prohibition - discussion of the possibility of licensing the growing and selling of 


Cannabis within the Village Limits.  The topic is tabled until the September meeting - Trustees would like more 


information prior to passage of any ordinances or licensing measures.
OLD BUSINESS - part 2:


Cheryl Newcomer and Josh Lamping were contacted by Larry Wagner regarding the damage claim on his cabinets.   The Cabinets were damaged in the Winter due to the melting of large quantities of snow that seeped into the garage where said cabinets were stored.  The Village's insurance broker, Matt Ripplinger, spoke with Mr. Wagner and ICRMT regarding the claim.  ICRMT suggested paying Mr. Wagner directly from the Village since the deductible on our policy is more than the claim of $1,000 by Mr. Wagner.  This is tabled until the September meeting.  Mr. Wagner needs to send proof of payment to the Village in order for the Board to discuss and report back to Mr. Wagner.  Mr. Wagner is asking for $1,000.
Possible Ordinance violation letters were given to the board by Tim Morris, Ordinance Chair. 
President Lamping suggested the members get together prior to the meeting to discuss.  

Trustee Morris is talking to the individuals concerning their violations first to see if some clean up can be done.  
Discussion - all violators are to be treated the same.  Some violations include: abandoned cars, fallen trees (no actual ordinance at this time) blocking sidewalks - housing chickens or other fowl (ducks) to name a couple.
Next meeting:  September 9, 2019
Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm.

Attest:  Tena L. Krueger (Clerk)

 APPROVED SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 WITH CORRECTIONS
