Regular Meeting Minutes

Village of Leaf River

Board of Trustees

May 9, 2022
RVC - Cafeteria - 7:00 pm  
The regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was opened by Village President Tim Morris by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

In attendance at the Meeting:  President, Timothy C. Morris, Trustees:  James Green, Dea Groen, Michael Musso (arrival 7:04), Lisa Noworul, Bradley Plock and Nicki Shelton (arrival 7:05); Treasurer Jan Myers and Clerk Tena Krueger. 
There were no additions to the set agenda; the present board accepted the Agenda with no additions. 

 Trustee Plock motioned to accept the March 2022 meeting minutes as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Groen.  Ayes -4; Nays - 0; Absent at the time of the vote Trustees Musso and Shelton. Motion Carried.
Trustee Groen motioned to accept the Treasurer's as presented.   This was seconded by Trustee Noworul   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0;  Absent at the time of the vote Trustees Musso and Shelton. Motion Carried.

Trustee Green motioned to accept the Bills/Claims as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Noworul Ayes - 4; Nays - 0; Absent at the time of the vote Trustees Musso and Shelton. Motion Carried.
MAINTENANCE REPORT: Cameron McGill
The weather has prevented the maintenance crew from filling pot holes they will cold patch.
Trustee Plock questioned McGill regarding one-way signs at the alley by the Fire Dept.   Discussion to the merits of needing the signs ensued.  The clerk will order one-way, do not enter and authorized vehicles only signs.
Discussion regarding hiring Ken Pals from German Valley, to sweep the streets ensued.  The initial pricing given the board for the rental was incorrect.  The actual cost is $100/hour instead of $100/day as first suggested by Trustee Plock.   There was a communication breakdown between Trustees and Maintenance.  

No decision was made regarding the use of German Valley's personnel and equipment.

OPEN COMMENT:

Dan Pepin from Community Funding and Planning Services discussed the possible options the Village would have utilizing CFPS for grant applications and extra funding for larger projects.  Trustee Shelton motioned to approve utilizing CFPS services.  This was seconded by Trustee Noworul.  Ayes - 6; Nays - 0 - Motion Carried
Steve Christenson from TEST, Inc. (Peru, IL) addressed the board regarding the benefits of switching from Janes Environmental to TEST, Inc.  Test, Inc. has their own lab and Mr. Christenson currently does the testing in the City of Byron.  Questions to Mr. Christensen needed to answer with the aid of Dan Janes of Janes Environmental.  The total cost would depend on factors not entirely included in the proposal received from Test, Inc.  

There was discussion regarding a personal problem between Mr. Janes and Trustee Musso.  Allegations of wrong doing were made by Trustee Musso with no supporting facts.  
Mr. Janes answered the allegations calmly and requested that he needed documentation regarding said offences.   Mr. Janes has been with the Village of Leaf River in water/sewer compliance operator for over 50 years and is an Ogle County Board Member.
The issue of replacing Mr. Janes will be tabled until the June 13th meeting.

  Committees
  RVC - There is a meeting on May 12, 2022 at 6:30 PM.
 LR DAZE- no report
Historical Society (Museum) - Next meeting May 15, 2022 @ 6:00 pm - 2nd Thursday of every month
Trustees - 

President Morris provided the new committee assignments to the Board.  

Finance - Mike Musso (Chair), Nicki Shelton and Brad Plock
Lights - Nicki Shelton (Chair), Brad Plock and Mike Musso

Ordinances - Dea Groen (Chair), Lisa Noworul, Nicki Shelton

Streets, Alleys, Sidewalks & Trees - Brad Plock (Chair), James Green & Mike Musso

Sewer & Water - Lisa Noworul (Chair), Dea Groen and James Green

Building & Grounds - James Green (Chair), Lisa Noworul, and Dea Groen


President Morris expressed that he would like to have the new Mayor Pro-Tem be James Green and 
Vice-Mayor Pro-Tem be Nicki Shelton.  

Trustee Plock motioned to Trustees Green and Groen be selected as the above-mentioned positions.  
This was seconded by Trustee Groen.  Ayes - 6, Nays - 0 - Motion carried.

Old Business


Discussion regarding the repair of the grates on the approach at the Fire Dept. (205 W. Third Street - Rte 72)

Trustee Plock provided the board with a quote from Bell Rock in the amount of $3,500 per grate. 

Trustee Shelton provided the board with a quote from King Blacktop of $6,100 total as long as the Fire Dept. chooses to use King Black-top for their resurfacing project.  This topic was not on the agenda and could not be voted upon.  President Morris will contact the Board Members on May 10, 2022 and ask them for their verbal confirmation of King Blacktop.  This will be officially approved at the June 13th meeting.
New Business

Tri-County locators offered a used locator for Cameron McGill to use.  The initial cost is $1,300.00. Dale Merriman of Tri-County Locators also offered to use our current non-functioning locator as a trade in the amount of $1,000.00.  Trustee Green motioned to accept the Tri-County offer and pay the remaining $300.00 to Tri-County.  This was seconded by Trustee Plock.
Next meeting; June 13, 2022 at 7:00 pm in cafeteria of the RVC.
 Meeting adjourned at 8:21 pm
 Attest:  Tena L. Krueger (Village Clerk)
Approved:    June 13, 2022
