Regular Meeting Minutes

Village of Leaf River

Board of Trustees

November 12, 2018
The regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was opened by Village President Josh Lamping by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

 In attendance at the Meeting:  Village President, Josh Lamping, Trustees: Paul Detmer, Cheryl Newcomer, Brad Plock, Shirley Poggioli and Ben Wagner, Treasurer Jan Myers and Clerk Tena Krueger. Absent from the meeting:  Trustee Bob Wilcox. 
 Trustee Newcomer motioned to accept October minutes as presented.   This was seconded by Ben Wagner. Ayes -5;   Nays-0; absent for the vote Trustee Wilcox.  Motion Carried.
Trustee Poggioli motioned to accept the Claims/Bills as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Detmer.   Ayes - 5; Nays - 0; Absent for the Vote Trustee Wilcox.  Motion Carried.

Trustee Plock motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report with one as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Wagner   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0; absent for the vote Trustee Wilcox.  Motion Carried.
MAINTENANCE REPORT - Cameron McGill
 A new muffler is needed for the Ford Ranger - this will cost approximately $300 for the parts and Cameron will do the repair.

A rubber blade has been ordered for the skid loader - the approximate cost is between $200 - $300.
Trustee Newcomer suggested to Cameron that the new Lawn Mower be covered for the winter now that it in use.  

Gene Schaebacker is coming next week (the 19th) to put in Cabin heaters and install the lightning arrestors.

OPEN COMMENT:
Resident Diane Baxter addressed the Board concerning the letter she received from the clerk regarding the Pygmy Goats on her property.  Ms. Baxter expressed why she thought she could keep them. 

Village Clerk, Tena Krueger was granted permission to address Ms. Baxter.   The Clerk instructed Ms. Baxter that she would have to rid her property of the goats.  No livestock in the Village of Leaf River, with the exception of the Goat that is next to the Museum - one goat in Town and when this particular goat is gone, there will be no more goats.   Ms. Baxter left the meeting with the understanding that she could no longer have her goats at her property.

COMMITTEES:

RVC:

Karen Dietrich, RVC President represented the RVC.

Karen was notified that Anthony Petersen has tended his resignation on the RVC Board.

Karen was also notified that Nicki and Steve Shelton wish to be removed from the RVC Board.
 
RVC needs new members, Tena will help get the word out.

Shirley is considering monitoring an open gym a couple days a week.  There will be more discussion to set up fees and schedules.

RVC voted to pay for half of the Gym Roof Repair; the Village will pay the other half.  Freeport   
Roofing will be here before Thanksgiving. Josh Lamping will call Freeport Roofing to confirm.

There is continual dumping in the RVC Dumpster - Tena will call Moring and have a padlock be 
placed on the Dumpster.  This should solve the problem.  There was a suggestion of cameras, 
again, this is an expensive route, and hopefully the padlocks will curtail the unlawful dumping.

Josh will have Cameron finish fixing the boarded up windows.
The next meeting is scheduled for December 20th at 7:00 pm

HISTORICAL SOCIETY:

Paul Detmer reported the Museum is closed until April 2019

Water is until Tim Morris has time to fix the leak.

TRUSTEES:
Water Sewer - Chair, Cheryl Newcomer discussed a meeting they had with Willett Hoffman & Associates (WHA) (Corey Buck and Matt Hansen):  The Village is trying to arrange a loan through  
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA). County Board Member, Dan Janes is aiding 
WHA with the fine points to make the process smoother.  WHA suggested that the Village 
have an open house at the Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) in May to allow the 
residents envision the needed updating of the system.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Trustee Wagner motioned to accept Ordinance 2018-7 "An Ordinance authorizes the issuance of  
 General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2018. This was seconded by Trustee Plock.  Ayes - 
 
  5; Nays -0; Absent from vote: Trustee Wilcox. Motion Carried.
Brad Plock questioned why both the Knox Box and Defibrillator had not been handled.  

Brad will take care of both situations and report to Josh when they are done.

Shirley Poggioli brought the subject of stray cats to the board's attention once again.  There was no definite action taken other than Shirley will do some more investigating for options that are not too costly for the Village.

NEW BUSINESS:

Trustee Wagner motioned to pay $3,000 to replace the plow at Beesing). This was seconded by 
Trustee Plock.   Ayes- 5; Nays - 0; Absent - 1 (Wilcox). Motion Carried.

President brought up the cost of salt (Road Rock).  The Village was required to pre-pay and the price went up from $1,896.51 in 2017 to $2,700.00 in 2018 (difference of $803.49) Josh is going to ask the Fire Dept. and the Bertolet Library for assistance.
The Trustees discussed what to do with the $64,000 + that is in reserve for USDA for the Water Project.  

The majority of this money is in a CD at the Forreston Bank used as collateral for the Roof Loan.

Bernardi Securities (refunding project) informed us we would no longer need the reserve for the new bonds.  

The Board decided to keep the money in the CD and keep the extra funding for possible future emergencies or catastrophes.

Trustee Wagner motioned to authorize Midwest Mobile Washer to clean the water tower and assess if the tower needs to be painted. (Quoted $6,200.00/clean). This was seconded by Trustee Plock. Ayes- 5; Nays - 0; Absent for vote: Wilcox motion carried.

LR Comm (Leaf River Telephone Company approached the Village regarding giving the Village a parcel of land.  After the Trustees discussed the pros and cons of owning the property - it was decided NOT to accept the land donation from LR Comm.
Motioning to Not accept the land donation from LR Comm was Trustee Newcomer, this was seconded by Trustee Poggioli.  Ayes - 5; Nays - 0; Absent for vote:  Wilcox.

There was uproar Sunday the 11th at the RVC.  Chief Shelton discovered the storage of motorcycles in room 107 of the RVC.  Renter Anthony Petersen has had this storage space for 4 years and there have been no problems.  The State Fire Marshal's office was closed for the Veteran's Day Holiday.  Mayor Lamping will call the SFM office tomorrow the 13th and have more answers for this.  This topic is tabled until next month at the December 10th meeting.

Final thoughts:

The Cost for Road Salt has gone up by $800+ from last year.  Josh Lamping will contact the Library and Fire Dept. and ask for monetary help. (The salt had to be pre-paid this year).  Cheryl Newcomer told the Board not to worry about the Methodist Church- it could be handled by the Church.  

Josh Lamping gave an update on the Brad Miller Property.  Brad cited a broken winch and Football season for the reason to the lack of cleaning up of his properties.
Josh would like to have a "Coffee with the Mayor" starting in January - held on the First Saturday of each Month - to compel residents to come to him with their concerns and complaints.

Shirley brought up the possibility of having closed bids to sell the Ag Shop. 

Next meeting - December 10, 2018
Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm.
Attest:  Tena L. Krueger (Clerk)

