Regular Meeting Minutes

Village of Leaf River

Board of Trustees

September 12, 2019
The regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was opened by Village President Josh Lamping, by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
In attendance at the Meeting:  Village President Josh Lamping, Trustees:  James Green, Timothy Morris, Cheryl Newcomer and Brad Plock; Treasurer Jan Myers and Clerk Tena Krueger.  Absent from the meeting:  Trustees Robert Wilcox and Ben Wagner.
 Trustee Newcomer motioned to accept August minutes with corrections.  (incorrect spelling of Fransen and incorrect Trustee Name)  This was seconded by Trustee Morris.  Ayes -3;   Nays-0 - Absent for the Vote:  Trustees Plock, Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.
Trustee Newcomer motioned to accept the Claims/Bills as presented.   This was seconded by Trustee Green.   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0 - Absent for the Vote:  Trustees Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.

Trustee Morris motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.  This was seconded by Trustee Newcomer.   Ayes - 4; Nays - 0 - Absent for the vote:  Trustees Wilcox and Wagner.  Motion Carried.
MAINTENANCE REPORT - Cameron McGill
Josh Lamping assisted Steve Shelton with flushing out the culvert on First and Main Streets.  The tube on Main and 3rd (Route 72) is full of sand.  Discussion ensued regarding the muck, mud and sand that are in seemingly all of the tubing in the Streets.  The topic of water at 122 Main Street (Leaf River Kutz) Trustees discussed at length the best way to remedy the situation.  Cameron McGill will observe to make sure there is no standing water.

Cheryl Newcomer announced that the tree stumps will be removed soon.
Trustee Plock stated that the light on the flag pole is not currently working.  Cameron McGill will check with an Electrician to see if a new bulb is needed or some other form of maintenance is needed.

OPEN COMMENT:

Kathy Wilken, Owner FiBBer's Bar addressed the Board regarding changing her hours of operation on Sundays from 12:00 pm (Noon) to 11:00 pm to open at 11:00 am and remain open until 12:00 (Midnight).
Trustee Plock motioned to allow the hours of operation change to begin on September 15, 2019.  This was seconded by Trustee Newcomer. Ayes - 4; Nays - 0; Absent from meeting:  Trustees Wagner and Wilcox.  Motion Carried.

Kathy Wilken also requested the Village continue to try and clean up the Down Town area.  The residents of the Apartment Building (111 and 115 Main Street) are aggressive to the bar's Patrons, plus the residents sit in chairs and the door stoop and drink alcohol.  President Lamping assured Mrs. Wilken that the Property Managers/Owners have been contacted.  The respective Managers/Owners are taking action on their end.

RVC:   Karen Dietrich - RVC President and Bambi Hinkle RVC Treasurer addressed the Village Board.  The RVC Committee Board voted to pay $1,000.00 to the Village of Leaf River for the repair to the Air Conditioning Unit on the roof of the Cafeteria.  

Ms. Dietrich has been in contact with the organizers of the Annual Enduro Race.  No reply received as of yet, but hopefully the weather will cooperate this year and the event should be held on the Second Weekend of November 9th & 10th).

The next RVC meeting will be on September 19, 2019 at 6:30 pm. 

LR Daze - the committee plans to do the same as last year.

Museum - No report

Trustees:  New committee assignments.  It is required that each Trustee chair only one committee and that they be on only 3 committees.  The committees are meant to spread the work around so that the same Trustees are not doing all of the committee work.

President Lamping expressed to the trustees present that the Chair must be responsible for calling meetings - the meeting do not necessarily have to be in person - emails, texts and phone calls are also a viable option.

Committees:
Finance:  Cheryl Newcomer - Chair, Brad Plock and Tim Morris (Jan Myers as well as Treasurer)

Streets & Alleys:  Brad Plock - Chair, Bob Wilcox and James Green

Lights:  Ben Wagner - Chair, Bob Wilcox and James Green
Sewer & Water:  James Green - Chair, Cheryl Newcomer and Brad Plock

Ordinances: Tim Morris - Chair, Cheryl Newcomer and Ben Wagner (Tena Krueger as well as Clerk)

Building & Grounds:  Bob Wilcox - Chair, Ben Wagner and Tim Morris

Water & Sewer Committee needs to decide if the Village wants to commence a maintenance program provided by Suez for the Water Tower - Cheryl Newcomer has all of Bill Murfree's contact info (Suez)

OLD BUSINESS:  
The Village purchased a Live Animal Trap for the cat situation discussed at the August meeting.  President Lamping reported that only three (3) cats had been captured and sent out to Book's farm.  Mr. Larry Wagner found somewhere else to send the cats. Raina Dyck will allow the captured cats to be delivered to her rural home.
Discussion regarding the water damage to cabinets that were stored in the garage on 406 Main Street.  
The original discussion was that Mr. Wagner wanted the Village to do something to correct the alley where the snow melts and washes towards the garage that faces Fourth Street.   Mr. Wagner provided a hand written receipt for $1,000 from the previous owner of the cabinets one Mrs. Tary Darwaldt plus some photos of the cabinets in Mrs. Darwaldt's home as well as photos of the water damaged cabinets.  
The Village's insurance carrier (Illinois Counties Risk Management) estimated that the claim of $1,000 could be paid by the Village (at the Village's discretion).  The Village has a $2,500 deductible.  The Village decided to NOT file a claim.

Trustee Newcomer motioned to write a check to Mr. Larry Wagner in the amount of $500.  No second to the motion.

Motion rescinded.

The majority of the Trustees present believed that the Village owed nothing to Mr. Wagner - due to the Illinois Drainage Law that is in effect in the State of Illinois.

Trustee Green motioned to write a check to Mr. Larry Wagner in the amount of $100. This was seconded by Trustee Morris.  Ayes-4; Nays - 0; Absent for vote:  Robert Wilcox and Ben Wagner. Motion Carried.

Tena Krueger will send a cover letter along with the check and the Illinois Drainage Law for Mr. Wagner's information.
Trustee Comments:

Some cats have been removed - but there are still kittens left at Mr. Wagner's home.

There is a problem with the ditch at Bill Feary's home (102 Blaine St.).  The Streets and Alley Committee will convene to see what can be done.

Leaf River Lion's requested notification of Trick or Treat hours for the Village.

The hours will be on October 31st from 5pm - 7pm.  

The Lion's Club will also be hosting a Trunk or Treat by the Bertolet Building and requested that Cameron place barricades up to close the street and alley for this event.  

President Lamping notified the board that he would be out of the Country visiting his son from October 1st thru 9th.

He will be here for the next meeting.  Any questions/problems need to be given to 1st Vice President Pro Tem - Cheryl Newcomer.

Next meeting will be held on October 14th at 7:30 pm

There will be a meeting at 7:00 pm with the public invited to discuss options regarding the upcoming legalization of Cannabis in the State of Illinois and what it would mean for the Village.
Next meeting:  October 14, 2019 - New Meeting Time:  7:30 pm
Meeting adjourned at 8:39pm.

Attest:  Tena L. Krueger (Clerk)

Approved October 14, 2019 

